
 

 

Join us for NeuroImmunoCon 2025 and explore the fascinating world of Neuroimmunology 

Hosted by:  

Niklas Rilke and Dr. Melissa Sgodzai 

 

🔹 Engage with experts 

🔹 Network with the global community 

📩 Please register for the conference at: 

 neuroimmunocon@rub.de 

 

 

 

This conference is supported by the Ruhr-University Research School  

and funded by Germany´s Excellence Initiative [DFG GSC 98/3] 

Additional kind support by the Ruhr-University International Graduate School of Neuroscience 



 

NeuroImmunoCon 2025: Navigating Autoimmune Interactions in the Nervous System 

Day 1: 23.09.2025 

9:00 – 9:15 am: “Mahlzeit!” - Welcoming to the conference – Dr. Melissa Sgodzai/Niklas Rilke/Prof. Dr. Ralf Gold 

  

Session 1: Modulation of immune cells in the periphery - how autoimmunity affects the 
nervous system (Host: Dr. Melissa Sgodzai) 

9:15 – 9:45 am: Dr. Melissa Sgodzai (Neurology, St. Josef-Hospital, Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany) 

9:45 – 10:15 am: Prof. Dr. Thomas Korn (Technical University of Munich School of Medicine and Health, 
Germany) 

10:15 – 10:45 am: Coffee break + small breakfast 

10:45 – 11.15 am: Prof. Dr. Jeremias Motte (Neurology, St. Josef-Hospital, Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany) 

 

11:15 – 12:00 pm: Poster-Session 

12:00 – 1:00 pm: Lunch break 

1:15 – 2:00 pm: Brainstorming session “Your pathway in neuroimmunology” 

 

Session 2: The effect of nutrition and the modulation of the immune system through the 
intestine and the enteric nervous system (Host: PD Dr. Anna Lena Fisse) 

 

2:00 – 2:45 pm: Special guest talk - Prof. Dr. Vijay Kuchroo (Gene Lay Institute of Immunology and 
Inflammation, Brigham and Women's Hospital,  Harvard Medical School, Boston, USA) 

 

2:45 – 3:00 pm: Coffee Break 

3:00 – 3:30 pm: Pia Renk (Neurology, St. Josef-Hospital, Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany) 

3:30 – 4:00 pm: Baffour Sarpong (Neurology, St. Josef-Hospital, Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany) 



 

NeuroImmunoCon 2025: Navigating Autoimmune Interactions in the Nervous System 

Day 2: 24.09.2025 

 

Session 1: Schwann cells in the pathophysiology of CIDP (Host: Niklas Rilke) 

9:00 – 9:30 am: Prof. Dr. Gerd Meyer zu Hörste (Department of Neurology with Institute of Translational 
Neurology, University Hospital Münster, Germany) 

9:30 – 10:00 am: Prof. Dr. Claire Jacob (Institute of Developmental Biology and Neurobiology, Johannes 
Gutenberg University Mainz, Germany) 

10:00 – 10:30 am: Coffee break + small breakfast 

10:30 – 11:00 am: Niklas Rilke (Neurology, St. Josef-Hospital, Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany) 

 

11:00 – 12:00 am: Special guest talk - Dr. Peter Arthur-Farraj (Blizard Institute, Queen Mary University London, 
University of Cambridge, United Kingdom) 

 

12:00 –  12:45 pm: Poster-session 

12:45 – 1:45 pm: Lunch break 

1:45 – 2:30 pm: Brainstorming session: “Your pathway in neuroimmunology”  

 

Session 2: The role of emerging diagnostic markers in CIDP(Host:PD Dr. Kalliopi Pitarokoili) 

2:30 – 3:00 pm: PD Dr. Kalliopi Pitarokoili (Neurology, St. Josef-Hospital, Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany) 

3:00 – 3:15 pm: Coffee break 

3:15 – 3:45 pm: PD Dr. Fabian Preisner (Department of Neuroradiology, Heidelberg University Hospital, 
Germany) 

3:45 – 4:15 pm: Dr. Rafael Klimas (Neurology, St. Josef-Hospital, Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany) 

 

 4:15 – 4:30 pm: „Macht et jut“ – Niklas Rilke/Melissa Sgodzai/Kalliopi Pitarokoili 


